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While I recognize that every organization is going through a contraction of members, we at the Bonsall Chamber have been fortunate 

in that our numbers have grown. What we are losing is participation in our events by those members. Sundowners are a great way for 

you to network and promote your business. It is also a great way for the Sundowner Host business to get across a special message and 

introduce them selves. It is most effective when Members come out and support the Sundowners. We have seen a decline lately in that 

support and as such, Members have missed out on both the business networking and some excellent sundowners.  

 

I don’t know if it’s just a sign of the times that participation is low or if, as a chamber, we are failing our members. Each month, when 

I write these Presidents Messages, I try to evoke a response from the membership to tell us what we are doing right and wrong. I can’t 

over emphasis that the Chamber belongs to its members and depends on you for insight and direction. I would like to challenge each 

of you to attend the next Sundowner (April 8, ACE Party Productions) and bring a guest with you. Someone who you think would be a 

great addition to our group. 

 

 If you can’t make the next sundowner, email me at sessen@sbcglobal.net and share with me the problems you have in attending 

sundowners or what we could do to make it easier for you to attend. Also, let me know what you would like to see the Chamber 

involved in. Check out our new website at www.bonsallchamber.org and give feedback on that.  The office will be sending out an 

email with the subject of Member Survey.  In that email there will be a link to an anonymous survey that we would appreciate you 

taking 2-3 minutes to complete.  We will not know who completed it but will hopefully have some answers to our questions. 

 

One issue I will be looking for a response on is the widening of Hwy 76 and whether you favor the southern route of expanding the 

existing route (northern). The draft environmental impact report should be out for public comment and I can’t make a comment for the 

chamber without your direction. Let’s get involved in our community and let’s take back some control over what impacts our 

businesses both positively or negatively. 

 

It’s cliché but if you are not part of the solution you are part of the problem. Let’s make sure we preserve the character of Bonsall. The 

road widening will also have an impact on what happens to the Bonsall Bridge. I hope everyone shares my enthusiasm in making sure 

the Bridge is preserved and protected. 

 

Don’t sit on the sidelines and say I wish. Let’s do it. And on that note, we are still looking for a pro temp Board Member to serve the 

last 8 months of an open position.  Please let me know if you are willing to accept this temporary position.  Get involved and be heard. 

 

Seth Essenfeld 

Bonsall Chamber President 

Resident and Friend 
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 Spring has arrived, flowers are blooming and Bonsall is buzzing with activity. And it 
is more than spring brightening up our town.   In January, I stated my hope was to 
“learn to preserve the charm, beauty and history of our rural community while 
sharing it with the families and community members that make our town a home”.  I 
further wished to take a modest step toward beginning the restoration of the Old 
Bonsall School House.  I should have known that in a town as special as ours, it 
wouldn’t take long for the community to reach out to help realize these aspirations.  

Last month, through the “Give a Day, Get a Disney Day Volunteer Program”, several beautification projects came to fruition 
and through the Neighborhood Reinvestment Program, funds were awarded to help properly identify the course for the Old 
Bonsall School House. 
The Bonsall Education Foundation, a 501(c) 3 was awarded funds through the County of San Diego’s Neighborhood 
Reinvestment Program to pursue a Historic Structures Report.  This is a vital step towards prudently outlining a clear path 
for historic restoration.   It has not been out of a lack of love for our dear School House that it sits on a hill aging with the 
best of us.  It comes down to a lack of resources and inability to make necessary repairs for risk of jeopardizing its future 
historical designation.  With these initial funds, a proper study of the structure can be conducted and a safe path for repair 
can be identified.   
The building represents a simpler time.  Besides its obvious contribution toward helping our town establish a strong 
educational system, it housed organizations such as the Bonsall Lion’s and Lioness Clubs for almost 30 years.  I recall 
going to Girl Scout meetings as a child in that very building while attending Bonsall Elementary.  While there I would 
daydream about the students who attended school there so many years ago.  If my memory serves me, the Lions Club 
transformed the Old Bonsall School House into a Haunted House for the annual Halloween Carnival for many years.  
Anyway, each day I see it standing stoically but with humility, I marvel in its juxtaposition to the beautiful, high-tech 
elementary school behind it.  It reminds me that we should honor our history while adapting to and embracing our future.    
As voted on March 24, 2010, the Neighborhood Reinvestment Program will be reduced by half in the next fiscal year.  In an 
unincorporated area such as our own, the funds gave hope and ability to many non-profits to reinvest in worthwhile projects 
while providing opportunities for employment.  After attending both the State of North County Address and the San Diego 
Board of Supervisors meeting, I was impressed with the passion the North County community displayed in pursuing and 
defending its rights.  Bonsall and Fallbrook were well represented in the Supervisors meeting.  Compelling speeches in 
opposition to the cuts were made by strong leaders across both towns.  Fallbrook representatives roused applause for well-
spoken arguments and fought a good fight.   
When financial resources are limited, Bonsall gets creative.  Inspired by the generosity of Disney and executed by good old 
fashion elbow grease, town improvements were made last month.  Bonsall Chamber of Commerce Board Director, and 
Bonsall Education Foundation Board Member Julie Koleszar, spearheaded a magnificent campaign of good will.  In return 
for volunteering, the BEF was able to authorize Disney Park vouchers through the Hands On Network.  At the end of the 
program, 3000 volunteers participated in 14,000 hours of volunteerism.  This translated to: $250,000.00 in Disney vouchers, 
46 trees planted, 105 cubic yards of mulch spread, 720 bags of trash collected, 1,725 plants and flowers planted, 1,600 
yards of green waste filled, 520 windows washed, 150 screens re-screened, 67 acres cleaned, swept and weeded, 10 
buildings scraped and painted, 19 miles of trails and roadsides cleaned, and much more! 



The organizations benefiting from the volunteer efforts included: Bonsall Union School District, Bonsall Community Church, 
Bonsall Community Center, San Luis Rey Bike Trail, Camp Pendleton Service Men and Women, Fallbrook High School, 
Fallbrook Presbyterian Pre- School, St. Stephen’s School, Bonsall Certified Farmers’ Market, Fallbrook Youth Baseball, 
Bonsall Fallbrook Little League, Los Jilgeuros Preserve, Fallbrook Clean and Green, Alex’s Lemonade Stand, and Sullivan 
Middle School Music Program. 
It was estimated by BUSD that the work accomplished in mere hours at Sullivan Middle School would have taken 2 years 
for their maintenance department to complete.  Watching families meet for the first time and work side by side was 
astounding.  I heard more than once that if people had known how good it would feel to help out in this way, they would 
have done it sooner.  Several volunteers showed up just to participate without Disney voucher compensation based on what 
they heard “about what this little town of Bonsall was doing.”  Most Scout leaders did not tell their packs and troops that they 
were earning vouchers to Disneyland.  They wanted the young scouts to learn the satisfaction of helping their community for 
the sake of it. 
Volunteers came from Orange, San Diego, and Riverside Counties.  There was a retired couple from Maryland making their 
way across the country who volunteered at the Bonsall Certified Farmers’ Market to earn passes for their final destination of 
Disney World in Florida.  
We can’t overlook the generosity of our local businesses as well.  A most sincere Thank You to: 
Erickson-Hall Construction, Diamond Environmental, Davy Tree, Pardee Tree and Nursery, Herb Fresh, Frazee Paint, 
Birchall Carpet Cleaning, Armstrong Nursery, Atkins Nursery, Scott Murray of Slow Foods, Premium Color Nursery, Santa 
Margarita Nursery, EuroAmerican Propagators, Home Depot, Simple Green, Snow Irrigation, L&M Fertilizer, Maddock 
Nursery, Atkins Nursery, M&M Nut, Briggs Tree, Joe P. Gallegos Equipment and Hauling, The Highway 76 Project, Red 
Worm Fertilizing Products, The Bonsall Education Foundation , Century 21 Wright/Julie Koleszar, and several others who 
prefer to remain anonymous.  

It may have been the magic of Disney that inspired change, but it was the residents of Bonsall who made it happen. 
Thank you for your help, 
 
Erica Perko 
Honorary Mayor of Bonsall 
BEF President 
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